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THE TILFORD PARISH PLAN 

 

The Tilford Parish Plan is a document that sets out how the community sees itself 

developing over the next five or more years, laying out a shared vision of the future.  

The Plan has evolved from: 

 Results of a Questionnaire sent to all households on the Electoral Register (268);  

 Detailed responses from those (12) offering to participate in the Plan’s development; 

 The development of a Draft Plan; 

 Circulation and Amendment of the Draft Plan; 

 Presentation at a public meeting; 

 Consensus agreement, adoption and launch on the Parish website. 
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TILFORD 

Tilford is a village situated in the Green Belt within the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty and an Area of Great Landscape Value, some 4 miles from Farnham and 9 

miles from Guildford. Two tributaries of the River Wey, from the west and from the north, 

meet within the village and the resulting river continues to the south.  

The origins of the village date back to Medieval times with Cistercian monks from Waverley 

Abbey, now derelict and outside of the Parish boundaries, acknowledged as builders of the 

East and West bridges in the centre of the village. The countryside was open common land 

and farming in the early 17th into the late 19th centuries centred, initially, on sheep and, once 

the market for wool declined, production of corn followed by the growing of hops. A number 

of farmhouses built in the 15th-16th century exist today almost unchanged. During the late-

18th century, wood became an important commodity. Pine was planted in much of the 

surrounding open land resulting in today’s wooded landscape.  

Until around mid-19th century, farmhouses and a few large houses, the owners of which had 

acquired much of the surrounding open land, formed the centre of the village. The Tilford 

Enclosure Award in 1853 made it possible for the landowners to fence off open land for 

agricultural use. This was accompanied by the implementation of a road development plan. 

However, the advent of easier access to Farnham, Guildford and, hence, to London, via 

roads and railway, made Tilford a desirable place in the country to live. As a result, plots 

were sold for housing development to people from outside of the Parish and the current 

shape of the village began to emerge. 

Today, the village is centred around The Village Green, a triangular field surrounded by All 

Saints Church, All Saints C of E Primary School, the Village Institute (designed by Sir Edwin 

Lutyens), and one of the village public houses, The Barley Mow (dating back to 1753). The 

Village Green is reputed to be the 2nd oldest cricket ground in the country and this setting 

has provided the background for a number of international advertising campaigns for 

organisations such as British Airways, American Airlines and Jaguar Cars. 15th-18th century 

farmhouses and Tilford House (built in 1752) are nearby. Several oak trees, commemorating 

royal events, surround The Village Green as well as The Tilford Oak, the remains of which 

supposedly date back around 1000 years. The village shop is located across the East bridge 

and Waverley Abbey School further to the east, neighbouring the Islamabad Ahmadiyya 

Muslim community. The nearby Bourne Woods have provided locations for scenes of 

several films including Gladiators, Robin Hood and War Horse and several commercials. It is 

now established as a permanent site dedicated to filming. In 2008, Tilford won the Waverley 

Borough Best Kept Village Award.  

According to the 2011 Census, there are 799 inhabitants in the Parish, living in 283 

residential properties. 

Tilford is viewed as an idyllic place to live, picturesque, unspoiled by over-development, 

enjoying a sense of community and surrounded by beautiful countryside. The overwhelming 

consensus of the residents is to keep it thus.  

The Parish boundaries are shown in MAP 1. 
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Introduction 

Results of the completed Questionnaires sent to all households on the Electoral Register, 

together with detailed responses from those offering to participate in the Plan’s development, 

have highlighted a vision for the future as well as areas of most concern to village residents 

– what needs protecting, what needs improving.  

The vision is for Tilford to be recognised as an outstanding example of a community that works 

both for, and with, each other to protect and improve an environment that meets the needs of all 

the residents, both young and old, adapting to change, while safeguarding the idyllic surroundings 

for future generations.  

Projects that foster a sense of community will enable the village to flourish. 

The Parish Plan presents an opportunity for the community to become involved in, and 

influence, the achievement of that vision. It provides direction for the ongoing projects 

identified to maintain and develop Tilford as an idyllic place to live. It may also influence 

other bodies, including Waverley and Surrey Councils, to take account of the views of the 

residents of Tilford when making decisions that affect them.  

The majority of the actions required to complete the proposed projects will require human 

resources and funding.  Under the present and foreseeable future economic environment, 

Government, County and Borough resources will be limited. Government policy is to devolve 

more authority to communities and individuals under The Localism Bill.  

Tilford Parish Council (TPC) should take responsibility and accountability for the ongoing 

implementation of the projects proposed in this Parish Plan. 

TPC consists of seven unpaid Councillors, elected by the Parish every four years, drawn 

from a variety of business backgrounds. The Council is the focal point for the maintenance 

and improvement of the Parish, a sounding board for local opinion with important rights of 

consultation. Surrey County Council and Waverley Borough Council are obliged by law to 

consult TPC on certain matters affecting the Parish. TPC has a number of powers under 

different acts of Parliament. Most of these powers are discretionary; TPC may do something 

rather than must do something. The exercise of these powers may be subject to various 

consents from, for example, another public body such as the highway authority. All play an 

important role in maintaining and improving local services and facilities, supporting local 

voluntary organisations and activities and influencing and lobbying on local development. 

TPC has the unfettered right to raise, and spend, money raised through precept (a 

mandatory demand) on the Waverley Borough Council (WBC). The precept is then collected 

by WBC as part of the council tax levied on tax payers in the parish. Precepts for the last 5 

years have averaged around £20,000. 

ACTIONS:  TPC to seek volunteers from the village to work on specific projects, reporting 

to the TPC (thus strengthening the sense of community); TPC designate a 

Councillor(s) to be responsible for exploring sources of publicly available funding for 

specific projects. 
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1. Improving Community Cohesion 

Respondents felt that more should be done to improve the cohesion of the community in the 

village; that life within the village would be enhanced if steps were taken to encourage more 

social or sporting events for people in the village; initiatives to enhance community cohesion 

should be encouraged such as volunteering for projects in The Village Plan. 

In addition to the various clubs and societies that bring together likeminded people, there are 

three major focal points for community activities: All Saints Church, Islamabad Ahmadiyya 

Movement and the Tilford Institute. 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church was consecrated in 1867 and has been at the heart of the village ever 

since. In 1997 it was united with the benefice of St Thomas-on-the-Bourne and since then 

has been lead by a 'House for Duty' honorary curate. In 2006 new Parish Rooms were built 

to provide space not only for the church but the whole community. The church is also 

responsible for the running of the School House attached to All Saints School. 

The church should continue to remain a key feature and focus of village life, both in 

providing a place of worship and quiet, but also as a venue for school activities, weddings, 

baptisms and funerals of village residents. The links between the church and the two church 

schools in the village should continue to be developed. 

The Community should recognise that without increased support and funding from local 

resources the privilege of having an active working village church, with all its benefits both 

spiritual and secular, will be significantly threatened. Volunteers and resources are always 

required to help maintain the large and difficult-to-manage churchyard. 

Islamabad Ahmadiyya Movement 

The Islamabad Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, established in 1889, represents 

approximately 15% of the Parish electorate and is represented on the Parish Council and 

Primary School Board of Governors. The Community is a religious organization, international 

in its scope, with branches in over 176 countries in Africa, North America, South America, 

Asia, Australasia, and Europe, with an estimated worldwide membership of around 200 

million. It encourages interfaith dialogue, advocates peace, tolerance, love and 

understanding among followers of different faiths. Mirza Tahir Ahmad, the fourth Head of the 

Movement, who died in 2003, is buried within the Tlford Community. 

Tilford Institute 

There is a strong argument that the Tilford Institute should be the centrepiece for village 

activities – a listed Lutyens-designed building on the edge of a beautiful village green with 

ample parking – a building held in charitable trust for the primary benefit of the local 

residents of Tilford and Rushmoor.  

The Trustees are undertaking a plan to renovate, revitalise and refresh the Institute, inside 

and out, such that it becomes the venue of choice for the community - an Institute that is the 

backdrop for the many and varied events that take place in the community. The Institute 

presents a perfect opportunity to take what we have inherited, and make it even better for 

those that will follow us. 
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The plan has three strands:  

Attracting more people in the village to become involved with the Institute.  

The Institute is at its best when it’s connected with the many other organisations and events 

in the community. The aim is to create the broadest base of local people to use, appreciate 

and support the Institute as possible. The plans are getting good feedback from 

representatives of the Fete Committee, the Church Committee, the Nursery School, Tilford 

Players, The Women’s Institute, the local Art Group, the core of a very loyal group of 

community users. An inaugural Ground Force day in 2013 brought almost 40 volunteers to 

work inside and out. The website (www.tilfordinstitute.co.uk) showcases the building and its 

facilities in the best light.  

Improving the facilities and fabric of the building.  

Initially, the long list of “snagging” has been significantly reduced, but more needs to be 

done. Short-term plans include improving the kitchens, improving the outdated and costly 

heating system, and further improvements to the outside garden areas. Fund raising 

activities are planned over the next two years to renovate outside paintwork and replace the 

old carpets in the hallway and smaller rooms. 

Secondly, there is an ambitious plan to convert the disused outside public toilet block, on the 

land owned by the Tilford Institute, into a pavilion. Planning permission has been obtained 

and the required finances are being raised. The pavilion will provide a perfect setting for 

Tilford Cricket Club at summer weekends, and free up the main building for other events that 

are often in demand.  

Raising income for the Institute. 

The Institute is a charity and receives no funding from public bodies. Realistically, a 

significant part of running costs may be covered through weekend event hire when the 

building is often not in use. Currently the cost of running the building is entirely borne by the 

users of the Institute. The Trustees believe that these costs should be reduced and 

eventually removed for local non-profit making organisations, as additional income is found. 

ACTION:   TPC to support these communities in cooperating with each other and 

broadening their appeal.  

 

1.1 Communication within the village 

Communication around the village has historically been quite difficult to achieve. The Parish 
Council set objectives to:  

 improve and provide effective forms of communication;  

 achieve and encourage residents towards greater participation in village matters and 
social events; 

 assist in providing increased community spirit;  
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 encourage and help local clubs and societies to develop healthier memberships by 
increasing awareness; and  

 keep all residents within the Parish informed of news and important developments 
affecting the village.  

A three tier approach to achieving these objectives has been adopted: 

 Village Website  

 Village Magazine  

 Database of residents email addresses for swift communication of important messages. 

1.1.1 Village website 

Respondents expressed the feeling of a lack of information on the village’s many societies, 

clubs, annual events (Bach Festival, the Wey Fest) and general issues of importance to the 

community. Information is provided through the Church Magazine (limited circulation) and 

the notice board at the village shop (limited viewing). Residents on the fringes of the village, 

particularly, feel left out. 

Following the example of surrounding villages, a village web site has been set up to provide, 

inter alia: 

 Parish Council members and responsibilities; 

 Parish Council meeting dates and agendas; 

 Minutes of Parish Council meetings; 

 Notices of forthcoming events; 

 Links to/information on clubs and societies; 

 Publicise The Village Plan. 

ACTIONS:  A member(s) of the TPC to oversee the website to ensure that it continuously 

meets the changing needs of the Parish.  

A member(s) of TPC keep a watching brief on advances in communication 

and their applicability to a wider and speedier dissemination of information 

within the Parish; semi-annual report to the TPC on significant advances. 

It is recognised that some elderly residents may not have/be familiar using computers to 

access a website. Should there be a demand, computer-literate residents could provide 

simple home tuition that could not only broaden access to the website but could also lead to 

better communication (emails, photographs) between older residents and distant family 

members. 

ACTION:  TPC to seek volunteers to assess the need for helping residents become 

computer literate and, as appropriate, devise a simple training programme. 
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1.1.2 Village Magazine 

The Council produce a bi-monthly magazine, “Tilford Life”, which is delivered to every 
residence within the parish boundary, courtesy of the Post Office as well as being available 
at Tilford Village Shop. A Parish Councillor acts as Editor and encourages input from all 
societies, clubs, public houses, All Saints Church, Tilford Institute, local businesses that exist 
within the village and close by and also includes important news and messages from the 
Parish Council. The magazine is 8 pages in A4 format, full colour and high quality. It is 
currently sponsored by a very kind local resident. 

1.1.3 TPC Residents’ Data Base 

As a further aid to swift communication around the village, residents are encouraged to 
provide their email addresses to the Parish Clerk for the sole purpose of aiding swift 
communication of Council messages when there is an important need. Such a facility would 
have resulted in a better managed and considered response when TAG Farnborough Airport 
first threatened the airspace over the village with a “motorway in the sky”. It is also used to 
circulate Parish Council meeting agendas in order to encourage attendance at the regular 
council meetings. This should facilitate better understanding of residents’ views on village 
matters for Councillors to act upon. 

Participants are guaranteed that their email addresses will only be used for the 
communication of important Parish Council messages complying with Data Protection 
legislation at all times. 

 

1.2  Public Transport 

1.2.1 Transport 

Respondents observed that the availability of public transport to and from the village should 

be improved 

The only public transport passing through the Parish is the bus service travelling between 

Farnham and Elstead (No 46) along the B3001. The only bus stop is at the junction of the 

B3001 and Tilford Street, consisting of a park bench but no shelter, and a considerable 

distance from the village centre. A number of people (for example, young, elderly, disabled, 

non-car owners) may be inconvenienced by this lack of public transport but it is unlikely that 

their number would be sufficient for a bus company to reintroduce such a service.  

Since the public bus service through the centre of the village was discontinued, WBC have 

introduced two forms of transport linking Tilford to Farnham: 

 The “Hoppa” dial-a-ride service provided for membership groups, Tilford residents 

qualifying through living in a designated area; 

 The Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) service available to all users. 

On a first come, first served basis, these services provide virtually a door-to-door service to 

and from major locations in Farnham. For Tilford residents, the two services are identical 

and so have been amalgamated into the “Hoppa” service. 
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ACTIONS:  TPC to ensure that this service is widely publicised (through the web site and 

Village Life): 

TPC to monitor the requirement for regular public transport through the village 

and, as necessary, liaise with WBC, to seek solutions. 

1.2.2 Tilford and Rushmoor Good Neighbour Scheme 

The Tilford and Rushmoor Good Neighbour Scheme (TARNS) has been established to 

provide help and support, including car transportation, for the elderly and infirm. The service 

is provided by suitably qualified volunteers. 

ACTION:  TPC to ensure the service is widely publicised and provide financial 

assistance, as necessary. 

 

1.3 Recreational/Sports Facilities 

There are a number of recreational/sports facilities available to residents including the Tilford 

Cricket Club and Horse Riding Club together with golf at the 18 hole Hankley Common Golf 

Club, 44th in the top 50 courses in the country. 

The village and its surrounds offer numerous opportunities for fishing, cycling, walking, horse 

riding and orienteering. The Tilford and Rushmoor Tennis Club, has been established with 

two courts at the Stonehills Recreation Ground.   

Facilities for young children exist in a playground in Shepherds Way. TPC is responsible for 

keeping the facilities in a safe condition and plans are underway for a major upgrade. 

However, approximately 28% of the village residents are in the age group 0-15 years. 

Consideration should be given to whether other recreational/sports facilities should be 

developed for this age group. A Tilford Brownies Guide unit has been established. 

ACTION:  TPC to actively encourage the introduction of recreational/sporting facilities 

for young residents, including financial assistance, as appropriate. 

 

1.4 Twinning with an Overseas Village 

Respondents have suggested twinning Tilford with an overseas village. 

ACTION:  TPC to seek a volunteer(s) to explore opportunities and, when appropriate, 

canvass opinions of residents. 

 

1.5  Best Kept Village Competition 

Respondents have suggested entering this competition. 

ACTION:  TPC to seek a volunteer(s) to canvass opinions from residents  
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2. Maintaining the Rural Atmosphere of the Village 

To visitors there is the “Wow” factor on entering the village. To the residents, the character of 

the village is defined by a number features including: 

“The rural style of the environment as characterised by the style and low density of 

development and the open spaces interspersed among the buildings”; 

“The open atmosphere of the well-tended Village Green, access to the river, and the 

surrounding amenities, together serving as a focal point for the village”; 

“Classic English scene of cricket on The Village Green”; 

“The surrounding woodlands and commons providing numerous opportunities for leisure 

activities”. 

“The social mix of people and buildings”. 

2.1 Visitors 

The Village Green and its surrounds form the centrepiece of the village, a conservation area 

(see MAP 2). Visitors are attracted to Tilford in the summer months to watch cricket matches 

played on The Village Green at weekends and to picnic by, and paddle in, the weir near the 

East bridge. Hikers, cyclists, mountain bikers, ramblers, horse riders and day walkers visit all 

the year round to enjoy the many byways and pathways through wooded countryside and 

across common land. The Rural Life Centre presents a history of local agriculture, the 

annual Bach Festival is in its 60th year, the open air Wey Festival offers a weekend of 

modern music and the village fete, held on The Village Green, is a traditional and well 

attended attraction.  

The commercial outlets, particularly the Village Shop and The Barley Mow public house, are 

viewed as essential elements of the village, together with The Duke of Cambridge and The 

Donkey public houses. The advent of on-line shopping and competition from public houses 

in surrounding villages are a threat to these establishments. If they are to survive, they need 

to accept the challenge to adapt to changing demand and for the residents to make more 

use of them. 

Accommodation for visitors is available through the Tilford Woods estate of chalets adjoining 

the Hankley Common Golf Club and B&B through www.farnhamanddistrict.com. No hotel 

accommodation is available in the Parish but neighbouring hotels include The Pride of the 

Valley (Rushmoor) and Frensham Pond Hotel (Frensham). 

On tourism, respondents to the Questionnaire felt that The Village Green attracts too many 

visitors. For example, very few residents frequent the riverside area during summer. Our 

rural environment is a precious resource. As a community, we should be glad to share this 

with others but need to strike a balance between overprotection and openly encouraging 

tourism. 

http://www.farnhamanddistrict.com/
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2.2 Byways Open to All Transport (BOATS), Bridle Ways and Footpaths 

Respondents noted that Tilford is popular with walkers and other users of the rights of way. 

Measures should be taken to maintain the state of the rights of way, to reduce the level of 

litter and to police inappropriate use of the rights of way by vehicles. 

A significant number of visitors use The Village Green and Stockbridge car parks as a base 

for walking, hiking, cycling and horse riding. The Parish is well served with Byways 

(BOATS), bridle ways and footpaths (see MAP 3). Ongoing monitoring is required to ensure 

that there are no safety hazards, that dog-walkers ensure dogs do not foul the footpaths, that 

footpaths are not closed or access restricted and they are not subjected to destructive 

usage. In particular, the increasing use of BOATs by motorcyclists and off-road vehicles is 

seen as potentially destructive.  

ACTIONS:  Bridle ways and footpaths - a group be established to walk the paths every six 

months and to report to the TPC on its findings/recommendations. 

BOATS – TPC to monitor feedback from villagers if, or when, excessive 

usage by motor cyclists and off-road vehicles is seen to be a safety hazard or 

destructive to the fabric and take the appropriate remedial action. 

 

2.3 Control of Development 

Respondents commented that a key aspect of what makes Tilford an attractive place to live 

is its rural atmosphere and that they are concerned that that atmosphere could be lost or 

damaged through over-development. There is a desire that development should be 

controlled and should be in keeping with the existing nature and classic style of the village; it 

should not damage the character of the village. 

ACTION:  TPC to monitor and resist attempts to urbanise/over develop properties that 

do not enhance the environment. 

2.3.1 Planning and Development Policy 

Residential housing and other development in the Parish is covered by relevant policies in 

the WBC Local Plan, Waverley’s Core Strategy and supplementary planning policy 

documents. Any planned development must be in line with the Government’s National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which replaces existing national guidance. 

The Localism Act allows Tilford the right, but not the obligation, to prepare a Neighbourhood 

Plan detailing the type, design, location and mix of any proposed developments. Such a plan 

must be in line with NPPF and local guidelines. A Neighbourhood Plan cannot be used to 

block developments under these guidelines but it can propose more development. Waverley 

is required to organise an independent examination of a proposed Neighbourhood Plan and, 

if acceptable, the referendum to allow the community to decide if it should be adopted. WBC 

indicate that the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan will be expensive, the cost being 

borne by the Parish. 
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Currently, WBC, in its Core Strategy, has no plans for imposed residential housing or other 

development in the Parish.  

ACTIONS:  TPC to monitor and evaluate any attempts to urbanise/over-develop 

properties. 

TPC to evaluate the need for creating a Village Design Statement/ 

Neighbourhood Plan to address the nature and impact of potential residential 

and commercial property development. 

2.3.2 Affordable Housing 

WBC’s Local Plan defines Affordable Housing as “housing provided with a subsidy and 

made available in perpetuity to local people who cannot afford to rent or buy housing 

appropriate to their needs in the open housing market”. 

Affordable Housing meets the needs of, for example, key workers, children wishing to live 

close to their parents, the elderly and infirm and low income families. Such housing should 

be available at a cost (rental, or shared ownership) low enough for them to afford, 

determined with regard to local incomes and house prices. 

The potential for, and actual, enlargement of small properties will reduce the stock of lower 

priced housing within the village thus, potentially, increasing the need for more Affordable 

Housing.   

Eight (8) Affordable Housing units were completed in 1996-1997 and were handed over to 

English Rural Housing Association to manage.  

Size: 2 Bed Bungalow   2 
2 Bed House   3 
3 Bed House   3 

Tenure: Rented  4 
 Shared ownership  4 
 
In the latest version of the WBC Affordable Housing Commissioning Plan 2010-2015 (April 

2012), there are ten (10) households in housing need living in Tilford currently on the 

Housing Register. The updated Housing Register (August 2012) indicates that these have 

declined to seven (7) households in housing need, requiring  

 1 bedroom:  3 
 2 bedrooms:  2 
 3 bedrooms:  2 
  
However, it is important to note that these figures only represent those households in 

housing need who have registered on the Housing Register.  There may be other 

households in Tilford who have a housing need and who would be eligible, but have not yet 

registered.  There are also currently 607 households registered on the Housing Register who 

have listed Tilford as an area in which they would like to live. 

If new Affordable Housing were to be developed, ideally this should be confined to WBC-

owned land set aside for this purpose. 
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ACTION:  TPC to work with WBC and relevant Associations to assess the need for 

additional Affordable Housing and, if needed, to explore how such a 

development could be financed. 

 

2.4 War Memorial 

The War Memorial, a Grade 11 listed monument, has been in a state of disrepair for some 

time. The responsibility for its maintenance has been taken on by the TPC. The Memorial 

itself has recently been cleaned, the stone paving surround and associated stone steps 

repaired and cleaned. The names of those fallen in World War 1, on the base of the 

Memorial, are prone to becoming illegible. Remaining work to be completed includes cutting 

back the overhanging conifer and tidying the surrounding area.  

ACTION:  Maintain legibility of those fallen on World War 1; 

Form a team of volunteers to regularly (weekly) keep the area tidy.  

 

2.5 Telephone Kiosk 

The traditional red telephone kiosk opposite the village shop has been disconnected. A 

notice inside, from BT, dated 2009, suggests that the kiosk may be bought for £1, and left in 

situ, or sponsored and reconnected. As it is a listed structure within the Conservation Area, it 

cannot be removed. TPC have decided to leave the ownership and upkeep to BT. 

ACTION:  TPC to ensure that the upkeep of the telephone kiosk is maintained, it is 

cleaned inside and painted on a regular basis. 
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3. The Environment 

3.1 Traffic 

There is a strong concern amongst residents that, where possible, steps should be taken to 

reduce the impact of traffic on the village. The reasons sited for this concern are safety, 

noise and disruption of the rural atmosphere of the village. Issues include:  

 Traffic volume should be reduced; 

 Measures taken to reduce the speed of traffic; 

 Misuse of bridges by HGVs 

 Parking should be limited or better controlled: 

 Measures should be taken to limit congestion around the village schools. 

A proposed traffic plan for the village (The Star Plan) was rejected by popular consensus in 

2004. A number of potential road safety facilities have been proposed (bumps, shoulders, 

pinches, rumble strips, speed operated warning lights, a 20 mph limit throughout the Parish, 

extension of the 30 mph limits), together with Police/Neighbourhood Speed Watch and more 

police presence. 

In general, there is a request to keep signage to a minimum in order to retain the naturalness 

of the village and to resist the introduction of street lighting.  

Any of the safety facilities highlighted above would require support from the police, WBC and 

SCC, who would be responsible for the implementation and cost. A case for any changes 

would require a detailed argument backed by acceptable (to SCC) and verifiable data.  

 

3.1.1 Traffic Volume 

Considering the location of Tilford between Farnham, Farnborough, Guildford and other 

areas offering employment, it is difficult to plan a reduction in traffic.  

ACTION:  The proposed Traffic Action Group (see below) to monitor the situation. 

 

3.1.2 Traffic Speed 

Average speeds in excess of 50 mph have been measured in the Charles Hill area (Vehicle 

Monitoring Strips) and speeds in access of 50 mph recorded in Tilford Street passing 

Waverley Abbey School. There is anecdotal evidence of speeding in other areas: Tilford 

Street (from B3001 to Sheephatch Lane turning), Caesars Corner (high speeds by 

motorcycles); Tilford Road (from Grange road to the south corner of The Village Green. 

Motorists may be divided into:  
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 Those living outside the village travelling through, to and from work, mainly early 

morning and early evening (“rat runs”); 

 Those living outside the village passing through on an infrequent basis;  

 Motorists on school runs;  

 Visitors;  

 Local residents (of the 283 households, 12 have no car, 70 have I car, 113 have 2 cars 

and 88 have 3 cars or more – a total of around 522 cars/vans - an increase of around 

60% over the last ten years; 231 people use a car for travel to work). 

ACTIONS:  Establish a Traffic Action Group (similar to the one set up to oppose the Star 

Plan) to assess the traffic issues, cooperate with surrounding villages with 

similar issues (Shamley Green, Thursley) to seek the most effective solutions; 

  “Rat runs”: Traffic Monitoring Strips be used to collect data on the number 

and speed of vehicles at key points;  

School runs: Traffic Action Group to consider approaching the schools to 

publicise the issue to parents with a request to observe the speed limits within 

the village; 

Local residents: Traffic Action Group to consider a letter delivered to each 

household highlighting the issue of speed together with a polite request to 

observe the speed limit within the village; 

Discuss results with Police and SCC to plan proposed changes, if any, and 

seek village consensus before implementation. 

 

3.1.3 Parking 

Concerns about parking centre on school runs into/out of Waverley Abbey and All Saints 

Schools and around The Village Green, especially during the summer months.  

ACTIONS:  Waverley Abbey School - TPC to continue discussions with the school to find 

an acceptable/affordable solution, including increased parking facilities within 

the school grounds; 

  Parking around the Green – TAG to explore potential solutions. 

TPC to encourage more use of Stockbridge Car Park by keeping it clean 

(rubbish, fly-tipping), pothole-free and increasing (Police, warden) vigilance.  
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3.2  Pavements 

Maintain the upkeep of pavements (repairs; weeding; cutting back of shrubbery) 

ACTION:  TPC to use the Community Pride Fund and other council-supplied labour for 

general maintenance 

There is a concern for the safety of hikers, runners, cyclists and day walkers within the 

village resulting from the lack of pavements/sidewalks, volume and speed of traffic. As the 

car and non-car usage of the village roads is likely to increase, the need and desirability of 

additional pavements should be explored. 

ACTIONS:  TPC to investigate where there is a need for additional pavements and, as 

appropriate, work with SCC to implement recommendations. 

TPC to assess the need to widen the pavement from Squires Hill Road to 

Waverley Abbey School 

 

3.3 Aircraft 

Tilford is on the flight path to TAG Farnborough Airport. Aircraft passing overhead present a 

safety risk as well as noise pollution. At the moment, commercial airline aircraft are 

excluded, the size of aircraft using the airport is restricted, but their numbers are increasing. 

Any increase in numbers and size of aircraft using the airport would have a detrimental effect 

on the Tilford environment.  

After a consultation period during 2014-15, TAG (the owners of the Airport) have applied to 

the Civil Aviation Authority (CIA) to revise the airspace surrounding the Airport. A decision is 

expected in 2016. The proposed changes would, potentially, increase aircraft movements 

over Tilford. TPC, on behalf of Tilford residents, have campaigned against the changes, 

voicing their concerns to both TAG and the CIA. 

ACTION:    TPC to monitor the frequency and size of aircraft overflying Tilford and 

cooperate with other groups, who oppose the expansion of the airport, in 

lobbying TAG. 

 

3.4 Flooding  

River 

The convergence of the two tributaries of the River Wey in the centre of the village gives rise 

to the risk of flooding during exceptional weather conditions. The WBC Flood Risk 

Assessment indicates that six houses near the river in Tilford are at risk. 

ACTION:  TPC to monitor WBC’s proposed reaction should flooding occur and support 

the affected households, as necessary. 
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Drains 

Under current weather conditions, localised flooding occurs in a number of areas 

 Green Lane/Charles Hill junction; 

 Green Lane/Tilford Street junction; 

 Near West Bridge, junction of Tilford Street and Tilford Road; 

 Adjacent to Sheephatch Lane and Tilford Road junction. 

 Adjacent to the bridge in Sheephatch Lane. 

ACTION:  TPC to work with WBC/SCC to locate and resolve the causes of localised 

flooding. 

3.5 Public Toilets 

As part of its economy drive, WBC has stopped all support for the Public Toilets by the 

Village Green and the facilities have been closed. It has now been established that the 

Tilford Institute owns the site. Planning permission has been obtained to demolish the 

present toilet block and build a pavilion providing resources for the Cricket Club as well as 

space for other activities. Toilet facilities, accessible from outside, primarily for visitors, are to 

be included.  

ACTIONS:  TPC to work with The Village Institute to ensure the implementation and 

availability of suitable toilet facilities. 

3.6 Litter 

Respondents noted that the level of litter is especially high in the summer months.  

Currently, Wardens, during the day at weekends in the summer months, and Veolia, on a 

regular basis, collect litter in the areas around the Village Green and Stockbridge car park. 

However, litter accumulates along most of the road sides, presumably from vehicles from 

outside of the village. As part of the community spirit, it has been suggested that there are 

regular litter collection days where volunteers are responsible for collecting litter in their 

specified areas, following the US tradition for “adopting a road”. 

ACTION:  TCP to seek volunteers to lead such a project 

3.7 Bin Collection  

The current alternate weekly collection of household refuse and recyclable plastic and glass 

bottles seems acceptable. However, into the future there may be changes to what 

constitutes household refuse and recyclable items, what will be collected by the council-

provided service and with what frequency and what the individual must dispose of at local 

tips.  

ACTION:  TPC to keep a watching brief on proposed changes, monitor views of 

individuals and, if necessary, make representations to WBC. 
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 RESPONSIBILITIES   

    

Reference Project Responsibility Priority 

    

1.1 Village Website     

1.2 Village Institute     

1.3.1 Transport     

1.3.2 TARNS     

1.4 Recreational/sports facilities     

1.5 Twinning     

1.6 Best Kept Village Competition     

2.1 Bridleways and footpaths     

2.2 BOATS     

2.3 Control of development     

2.3.1 Monitor urbanisation/overdevelopment     

2.3.1 Development of a Neighbourhood Plan     

2.3.2 Affordable housing     

2.4 War memorial maintenance     

2.5 Telephone Kiosk     

3.1.1 Traffic Volume monitoring     

3.1.2 Traffic Speed monitoring     

3.1.3 Parking     

4.2 Pavements     

3.3 Aircraft     

3.4 Flooding     

3.5 Public Toilets     

3.6 Litter     

3.7 Bin Collection     
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STATISTICS 

2001 and 2011 Census data 
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Total population  

Population 2001 2011 

Total 765 799 

Males 387  415 

Females 378 384 

Age groups                                   

Ages 2001 2011 

0-4 45 37 

5-7 31 42 

8-9 33 21 

10-14 76 67 

15 13 15 

16-17 23 16 

18-19 17 25 

20-22 15 24 

25-29 28 56 

30-44 164 132 

45-59 178 211 

60-64 42 29 

65-74 49 75 

75-84 36 33 

85-89 11 9 

90 and over 4 7 

Ethnic groups 

Ethnic group 2001 2011 

Total population 769 799 

White British/Irish 626   613 

White - other white 31     57 

Mixed white and black Caribbean, black African, Asian and 

other mixed 
11     8 

Asian or Asian British, Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi or other 

Asian 
95     107 

Black or black British African, Caribbean or black British other 0       1 

Chinese or other ethnic groups 6       13 
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Place of birth 

Place of birth 2001 2011 

Total population 767 799 

United kingdom 619  643 

Republic of Ireland 6      2 

Other EU countries 28    30 

Elsewhere 114  124 

Religion 

Religion 2001 2011 

Total population 765 799 

Christian 539  510 

Buddhist 3      5 

Hindu 3      10 

Jewish 0      0 

Muslim 97    79 

Sikh 0      0 

Other religions 0      3 

No religion 70    131 

Religion not stated 53    61 

Household Tenure 

How many people own or are buying, or renting property 

Description 2001 2011 

All households 268 283 

Owner occupied - owns outright 97 103 

Owner occupied - buying with mortgage or loan 104 104 

Owner occupied - shared ownership 3 3 

Rented from council 6 7 

Rented from housing assoc / registered social landlord 7 4 

Rented from private landlord or letting agency 12 33 

Rented from 'other' 39 29 
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All household spaces 

Description of household space 2001 2011 

With residents  266 283 

With no residents - vacant  11 0 

With no residents - 2nd residence or holiday accommodation  11 0 

Whole house or bungalow - detached  177 184 

Whole house or bungalow - semi-detached  68 53 

Whole house or bungalow - terraced (inc end terrace)  12 15 

Flat, maisonette or apartment - purpose-built block of flats  11 15 

Flat, maisonette or apartment - in converted or shared house (inc bed-sits)  13 10 

Flat, maisonette or apartment - in commercial building  3 1 

Caravan or other mobile or temporary structure  3 5 

Car ownership 

Number of cars and/or vans owned per household. 

Cars and/or vans 2001 2011 

All households 251 283 

None 48 12 

1 97 70 

2 85 113 

3 21 56 

4 or more 0 32 

Qualifications 

The broad level of recognised qualifications people between the ages of 16 and 74 have 

achieved. 

Qualifications 2001 2011 

All people aged 16-74 516 617 

No qualifications 59 48 

Level 1-3 qualifications CSE - Advanced NVQs 247 244 

Highest qualification attained level 4/5, degrees and other professional 

qualifications. 
188 325 
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Occupations 

The occupations of people aged between 16 and 74 who are in employment. The 

percentage breakdown allows you to compare Tilford with the whole of Waverley. 

 
2011 2011 

All employed people aged 16-74 333  385 

Managers and senior officials 96  105 

Professional 55  98 

Associate professional and technical 54  49 

Administrative and secretarial  23  21 

Skilled trades  33  45 

Personal services 27  20 

Sales and customer service 16  17 

Process, plant and machine operatives 7  5 

Elementary occupations 22  25 

Travel to work 

People aged 16-74 in employment who usually travel to work. The numbers of people who 

work mainly from home is also shown as a percentage so you can compare Tilford with the 

whole of Waverley. 

 
2001 2001 

Number of people aged 16-74 in employment 339 385 

Number of people working mainly at or from home 69  63 

Underground, light rail, metro, tram 0 0 

Train 25 35 

Bus, mini-bus or coach 9 3 

Motorcycle, scooter or moped 3 2 

Driving a car or van 182 217 

Passenger in a car or van 17 14 

Taxi or mincab 0 1 

Bicycle 6 4 

On foot 25 42 

Other 3 4 

Public transport users in households with a car or van 33 na 

Public transport users in households without a car or van 0 na 

  


